Letter to the Editor

Phlebology

Response to letter to editor re: “Risks and
contraindications of medical compression
treatment - A critical reappraisal. An
international consensus statement”

Dear Editor,

We read the letter of D. Rastel with great interest.'
The aim of our consensus paper was to review the
available literature, to undertake a critical appraisal
of reported side effects, and to provide recommenda-
tions on contraindications and risks of MC treatment.?
The literature review was mainly based on papers listed
in PubMed. Unfortunately there are only very few pub-
lished studies focusing on side effects of compression.
The majority is published as case reports or in consen-
sus documents. Some case reports which have been
published in journals not listed in PubMed may have
been missed in our literature search but in our opinion,
this is not altering the message of our paper. The
reason why we didnt include reports in the Medical
Devices Vigilance System, available in several coun-
tries, is that these reports are published only occasion-
ally in scientific journals® and compression as the
reason for reported adverse events is not always veri-
fied. Therefore, these reports alone may not be equal
with a publication in a reviewed journal. As mentioned
in the letter to the editor “the results of inquiries are
sometimes published when these cases are worthy of
being reported to the medical community”. If this is
the case these papers may also be found in a PubMed
based literature search.
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